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 THouUGHTS apon Tad xo, Sc. 


er AVING ſome Years ago read over el learned and 


juſtly celebrated Authors, as Lord Bacon, DESs- 


W c ART ES, FENELON, BROWNE, Lock R, CLARKE, 

WATTS, WoLLAsToN, BeRKELEY, Cuzvne, 
BAXTER, Le1BniTz, and Others, for my Information a- 
bout ſome Things which I greatly defired to know, namely, 
what are, and wherein conſiſt, Animal Life, Self-conſciouſ- 
neſs, Volition, the MÆtiology of Thinking, and the Phyſical 
Cauſe of the Paſſions ; but not receiving the Satisfaction * 1 
expected, (for tho they have given a curious Detail and Hi- 
ſtory, if I may fo call it, of the Operations of the Mind, 


and proved many excellent T ruths, yet to me they don't ap- 


pear to have looked enough into the ſecret Spring of Things) 


I ſet myſelf to conſider the Matter war the e Atten- 


tion I was capable of exerting. 


8 few of the Thoughts and Obſervacdbns I then had 


and made I have lately reviſed and flung into the following 
ne} | Order, 


* In this I * not to be ſingular. The pious and learned Dr. WaTTs, 
in his Preface to his Philoſophical Eſſays, ſpeaking of Mr. Locke, ſays, But there 
are ſome Opinions in his Philoſophy, eſpecially relating to Intellectual Beings, 
their Powers, and Operations, which have not gained my Aſſent. And further, 
with great Reſignation, he ſays, If we can never find out how our Spirits ferm 
their Ideas, &c. it becomes us to lie humble at the F Ot of our Maker, the Infinite 


* and Almighty Spirit, and to content ourſelves under our p reſent Igno1ance. But 


I hope 1 have made the * 


W deb: de: hugs ALLEY 


— - —ꝛ——— * _ 
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Order, and now beg Leave to communicate them to the 
Publick as an Incitement to others to a further Purſuit. 


SECTION I. 


WWrorven will ſtrictly attend to and dbl what paſſes 

within himſelf will find that Th:nking in general, or 
having or forming Notions or Ideas of Things, with what- - 
ever Degree of Intention, or even in the moſt abſtracted 
Manner, 1s no other than having Secondary Senſations (ab in- 
tra) of Objects of which we have had immediate, actual, 
or real Senſations before (ab extra) by ſome or other of the 
Organs of the Senſes ; and that the Rationale of the whole 
Human Underſtanding (Self Conſciouſneſs, Volition, Ima- 
gination, Judgment, Memory, or any other Faculty or At- 
tribute of the Soul whether active or paſſive, ) is from theſe 
Primary and Secondary Senſations entirely deducible *. 


Or, perhaps, Thinking may not unaptly be defined a Mi- 5 
micking, or acting over again, every Kind of Senſation, per- 
formed by the ſame Organs, (in the more interior Parts of 
their Conſtruction) but the Impulſe being different, and ex- 
erted in a different Manner, from that exhibited by real Ob- 


jects. [Sce Sec. VII.] 


When what follows ſhall be rightly conſidered, I will ap- 
peal to the Experience of every one, who has had Thoughts, 


tor the Truth of what I advance, 


In the mean 1 ime, let 1 it be remembered that "IP BY is 
pro- 


So juſt is that old Axiom, Nihil ef? 15. Iatelibetu quod non prius fuit in Sena ; to 
wich I tains may be led, Inielledus Ati Senſus Secundarins eff, 
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properly Feeling; that by Primary or Actual Senſation 1 


mean our Conſciouſneſs of the Preſence of an Object, either 
in the more refined Way, by the Mediation of Light and 
Air, as in Seeing and Hearing, or in the groſſer or more pal- 
pable Manner, by immediate Contact, as in Smelling, Taſt- 


ing, and T ouching ; ; and that by Secondary Senſation I mean 


our Conſciouſneſs of its Repreſence, or Repreſentation, 
when we think or fancy | we See, Hear, Smell, Taſte, and 
Touch or Feel it again in our Minds. 


How this Senſation is --eartiad along the Nerves to the 
common Senſory, or wherever the Seat of the Soul is, whe- 
ther by a Vibration of their fine ſolid Threads, or by an Un- 


dulation of ſome Fluid ſuppoſed to be contained in them, or 
rather by the quick Motion of Ele&rick Fire *, is out of 
the preſent Queſtion ; tho' I am inclined to believe the laſt, 


and think it very happily ſupplies the on of the old ficti- 


tious Animal Spirits. | 


Neither ſeems it altogether neceſſary here to explain mis 
nutely how Viſion, Hearing, &c. are performed by and up- 


on their reſpective Organs, which would take up a good deal 
of Room and the Reader's Time, whom therefore I {hall 
refer to the Writers i in Opticks, &c. | 


See the ingenious Mr, FxexEz's Treatiſe, 


— 


EN 


PLL | SE C. 
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rr. 20, 


HO we come then to know that we exiſt, or are in 
Being, or what is Self- conſciouſneſs, ſeems to be the 
Firſt Oueflion that ſhould occur in this Reſearch. Now, 
as far as I can poſſibly look into myſelf, or back to the Be- 
ginning of Life into which my Maker awaked me out of a 
State of Inſenſibility, dreſſing me up in Body, I cannot find 
it to ſpring from any Thing beſides that univerſal Feeling, 
Senſation, or Perception, which we have of ourſelves, and 
this Material World, andi its Parts (or the glorious Objects i it 
exhibits) round. us. 


We cannot be ſenſible or conſcious that we ſee a Thing 
without ſeeing it, or that we have known or ſeen a Thing 
without having known or ſeen it. I can never be conſcious 
of my own or any other Thing's Being without firſt feeling, 
feeing, or being ſenſible (ſome how) of both. Theſe muſt. 
be ſelf- evident Truths, the firſt n 1 of all Demonſtra- 


tion. 


But here an Idference immediately arifes, too momen- 
tous to be neglected or overlooked; and that is, that * 
Mind or Soul muſt be ſomething diſtin& from 1 
Matter, and have pre-exiſted, (how long is out of the 


ſtion) and that, if it had had its Working Tools or d- : 


ments of Knowing ſooner, it would have known or become 
acquainted with Things ſooner. . 


This to me appears to be very juſt, The Organs of the 
Scnics ate inqiſputably- the Soul's Inſtruments of Knowing 


and 
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and Perception in this State. But how it exiſted, or will ex- 
iſt, when diveſted of its Vehicle, we cannot form the leaſt 
Notion or Idea, This we are ſure of, that it muſt be after 
a Manner quite different from that of its preſent Exiſtence, 


The ſage and learned Biſhop of C-——e, (the Author, 
as I have been told, of that Book) in his Procedure of the ; 
Underſtanding, fays (Page 76) that Whatever the Man- 
_ © ner of Knowing is in pure Spirits, it is no more performed 

: by Thinking* than their Motion is by Walking, or Run- 

* ning, or Flying. And indeed, tho' I cannot agree with 
him in every Thing, he writes with great Perſpicuity, eſpe- 

cially where he treats of Mr. Locxz's Doctrine of the Ideas 
of Reflection, which he has in my "ONT unanſwerably 
reſuted. | 


Yet all this affocts not a future State of Reviuith and Pu- 
niſhments, nor the Immortality of the Soul, nor the Re- 


ſurrection of the Body, which their Firſt Maker can reſtore _ 


to one another, in his own good Time, after the Diſſolution 
of their Union in this State. 


See Plalm exlvi. 4. 


Pak _ | B 3 8 E C- 
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SECT. III. 
—H E Mind then, thus be! with Body or a . 


terial Machine, (beſides unavoidable Conſciouſneſs) we 
find to be endued with Volition or Will, that is, as J take it, 
a Power of Chuſing or Rejecting, of Acting or Not Act- 
ing, whether with regard to moving that Machine and re- 
ceiving real Senſations, or Thinking; which is the next 
Thing that falls under Conſideration. And to me it appears 
to be no other than its reſolving upon, or determining itſelf 
to, this or that, viz. to act or not to act, &c. which ſeems 
to be cauſed by its Attraction or Inclination to Things a- 
greeable, or Diſinclination or Repulſion from Things diſa- 
greeable, ſpringing from a Belief, or Pre- conſciouſneſs ac- 
quired by Education or Experience, that the Things are ſo, 
or ſo. And this Inclination and Diſinclination, which as it 
were ſtimulate the Will, begin to appear in Children even in 
their Infancy. This alſo ſeems to be in ſome Sort evinced by 


: the almoſt irreſiſtible Force we find 1 in the Paſſions. 


It is true, indeed, we can do Violence to Volition by 
willing Things diſagreeable or contrary to this Attraction or 
Inclination; but then it is always againſt the Grain and 
with Reluctancy, as in the Caſe of making painful Appli- 
cations, or doing Things ungrateful, in order to avoid or get 
rid of ſome greater Inconveniency or Evil; or of leading an 
auſtere Life, full of Mortification and Self-denial here, $0 
ſecure one pleaſanter, happier, and everlaſting hereafter. | 


If it ſhould allo be ſaid, that perhaps Volition may be * 


be cauſed by) ſome deep (never to "we fathomed) original In- 
ſtinct, 


TH OUGHTS apon THINKIN G, &c. 11 


ſtinct, co-etaneous and co-effential with the Soul, and ob- 
jected to as putting us on a Level with Brutes; may it not be 


anſwered that the Inſtinct of Beaſts is of God's own im- 
planting, and has never yet been tolerably accounted for? 


and that Light and Air are not leſs valuable for being en- 
joyed in common with us by the whole Animal Creation? 


Or may it (the Will) not be, in a great Meaſure, the 
Reſult of ſome peculiar Kind of Magnetiſm, (or rather Pro- 
perty analogous to it) ariſing from animated Matter, or 
Mind and Matter united ? 


Might not the various Influences of Attracting and Re- 
pelling Objects (Beauty, Muſick*, Hunger, Thirſt, Ob. 


jects of Fear and Hatred, what Phyſicians call the Non- 
naturals, &c, in their various Modes,) upon it be here alſo 
conſidered ? „ 3503 2191939 ,, r 


And do not we actually often find it affected by the Power 
of Rhetorick or Perſuaſion, and ſo far from being abſo- 
lutely free and independent, that 'it is rather commonly a 
Slave to Faith and Opinion, and often to the Paſſions, as in 
Youth, when they are for the moſt Part too ſtrong for Rea- 
ſon? But of this more when we come to treat of the Paſ- 
ſions, [See Sec. X.] | POR 


But ſtill, for all this, it is granted that the Mind, (with 


reſpect to Moral Liberty and Neceſſity) in its calm, unbi- 


aſſed State, has a Power, or is at Liberty, to do a Thing, 


poſtpone it, or not to do it at all. And therefore if, upon 
| | | 5 Ad- 


1 is conſpicuous in that Dancing in general is excited by ſome Modes of 
it, and in the Cure of the Poiſon of the Tarantula, | 
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Admonition of the Conſequence, either from its own Know- 
ledge, or the Information of another which it ought to cre- 
dit, it makes a wrong Choice or Determination, it is inex- 
cuſable and juſtly incurs a Penalty, ſuffers Loſs, or js liable 
to Puniſhment ; as, on the contrary, if it makes a right, it 
is entitled to all the accruing Advantages or Reward. The 
Law, in ſome Caſes, makes a Diſtinction between a Crime 
committed in the Heat of Paſſion, being highly tempted or 

rovoked to it, and one committed coolly and deliberately 
without ſuch Temptation or Provocation, 96 5 


Cr. IP, 


T HUS much being premiſed concerning Conſciouſneſs 
and Volition, it follows next in Order that it ſhould 
be ſhewn (which is the chief and main End of this ſhort 
Eſſay) how the Mind exerts that wonderful Power or Fa- 
culty of calling back to a Second View, or Conſideration, 
Objects that are paſt and gone; or, in other Words, how it 
forms Ideas or Thinks. And here, if he has not as yet, I 1 
fatter myſelf that the Reader will begin to find ſomething 
New; for, with the Reverend and very Learned Mr. Wol- 
LASTON, I can truly and fately ſay that what I am going to 
advance, and which is the prevailing Thought that runs thro' 
the Whole, I never met with any where, * 


I have obſerved then (after conſidering it in the deepeſt 
and moſt abſtracted Manner I was capable of) that the 
Mind, or Soul, never Thinks, that is, Studies, Remembers, 
or Imagines, any Thing, without uſing (tho' ſometimes al- 


molt in an imperceptibiy ſmall Degree) the Organs of that 
Senſe 


* See Religion of Nature delineated, Page 6. 
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* 


Senſe, which the Ideas it has in Conſideration belong to, 
the ſame Way as if it was actually perceiving what they 
repreſent by immediate Senſation. For Inſtance; when I 
reflect on any of the Objects of Seeing or Hearing with 
great Intention, I cannot help putting the Organs of the re- 
ſpective Senſe in the ſame Poſture, Frame, or Diſpoſition, 
(cal it what you will) as if I was actually perceiving what 

was only thinking on, and am conſcious of a Senſation 
(tho' alſo in a ſmall De gree) of the ſame Kind as at firſt; 
a Notion of Diſtance of T ime and Place always aſſociating 
or accompanying, that is, when and where what I am 


thinking on happened, 


Some Painters will draw a good Likeneſs by the Strength 

of their Memory : Have not they then a Conſciouſneſs of 
the ſame Senſation of Viſion as if PR, Were actually | look- 

ing at the pe: 6h . | 


Dies not One's bootleg a Story when he tells i it, 40d 80 


our often as it were unawares acting the Part we are 
thinking on when we centemplate with exceſſive Inten- 
tention, eſpecially in any of the Paſſions, that is, our 
behaving ſo as if we were actually Seeing, Hearing, &c. 
what we only do in Imagination, ſeem to confirm this? 
And does not our Compatlionating and Sympathizing with 
Objects of Pity in Diſtreſs, and entering into the ſame Hu- 
mours and Paſſions with the Players in a well-acted Scene, 
{till illuſtrate the Matter a little further ; * 


C i And 


'* When any one upon a Journey is travelling on Foot or Horſe-back along a 
Road he has often gone before and is well-acquainted with, he may obſerve how 


naturally and ſueceſſive y the Parts not yet, but ſoon to be, in Sight ariſe in his 
| | Mind, | 
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And here I would have it obſerved that, when I ſpeak of 
Poſtures, Frames, &c. of the Organs, when the Soul 
Thinks, I do not mean the exterior Parts of theſe Orgatis, 
as, for Inſtance, that there is Occafton for the Action of the 
Muſcles and Nerves which move the Eyes, (tho' that ſome- 
times will happen when we are paſſionately intent upon a 
Thing) that being only requifite for Primary Perception, 
but their more inward Mechaniſm, (of which, . for In- 
ſtance, one Extremity is the Retina, with reſpect to Ideas of 
Viſion) even to their very Origination. 8 


To make this clearer, let any one make this Experiment 
with himſelf. Let him, in a Place where he is moſt un- 
diverted with real Objects, (in Bed of a Morning, in the 

Dark, 

Mind, aſſociated and às it were linked to thoſe in View, or under real preſent In- 
tuition; and he will then find that the Conſciouſneſs or Senſation is the ſame in 
both, and but differing only in Degree and Manner, as proceeding from a diffe- 
rent Impulſe differently exhibited [See Sec. VII.] * the ſame Organs ſubſer- 
vient to actual Seeing. This may alſo ſerve for ſtill further Proof and Hlluſtra- 
tion: For here Objects, immediately to ſuceeed to View, are already almoſt re- 
alized to it before-hand, if he thinks at all about them; and here Primary and Se- 
condary Senſation are joined or linked together, alternately ſucceeding one ano- 
ther. — The ſame Thing alſo happens in an infinite Variety of other Scenes: As 
for Inſtance, in going to Places of Pleaſure or Entertainment, as Time and Place 
draw near, are not the Things in Expectation almoſt before his Eyes before he ar- 
rives? Or, when we ſee a ftrange Face a good deal like one we know that is ab- 
ſent which it puts us in Mind of, how are we conſeious of the Likeneſs, or how can 
we compare them, but that the Conſciouſneſs or Senſation we have of both-are of 
the ſame Kind or Genus, tho' of a different Species, the one being Primary, and 
the other Secondary, the Mind itfelf naturally and dextrouſly ſubſtituting the laſt 
for that Purpoſe (viz. of Comparing) in the Manner partly already, but that ſhall 
be further unfolded ? For further Conviction ſtill, that the Senſation is of the ſame 
Kind, look but upon any juſt Picture or Print, or well-drawn Proſpect, of any Per- 
ſon, Thing, or Place, you know, and compare your Conſciouſneſs of what is be- 
fore your Eyes with that it at the ſame Time raiſes in your Mind of the Original.— 
We are ſaid to ruminate upon Things, to look back upon Things, to review 
Things in our Minds; all which Expreſſions, and numberleſs others, denote an 
Inward Organical Reframing, and a Secondary Conſciouſneſs, Senſation, or 
Feeling. - 
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Dark, I always found to be beſt) take a View of any Place 


in his Mind he is very well acquainted with, (London, Ox- 
ford, Cambridge, or Glocęſter, for Inſtance,) with that In- 
tention as if he was to take a Draught of it; let him then 
mind, and he will find that his interior Parts of the reſpec- 
tive Organs are in the ſame Diſpoſition or Frame, and that 
he is conſcious of a Senſation of the fame Kind, as if he 
was actually ſeeing it ; nay, he will even, as his Mind 
roams from Place to Place, find a flight Moving of the Eyes 
themſelves. | | 


The fame Experiment may be tried with any other of the 
| Senſes, tho' not preciſely with the ſame diftin& Succeſs, as 
their reſpective Objects are always unavoidably blended or 
aſſociated with the Ideas of Sight. | 


In thinking or reflecting on Sounds, or Objects of Hear- 
ing, (eſpecially Mufical Ones) we naturally aſſiſt ourſelves 
by aſſociating the Voice, tho in an almoſt imperceptible, 


low, under- breath Manner; and ſo on reſpectively as to the 


other Senſes. os 


Here again I would have it remembered that all Senſation 
is properly Feeling; and that Seeing and Hearing any Thing 
are as much Feeling as when we handle a Piece of Ice, or 
feel a Bit of Velvet. Let it alſo be obſerved that, in all Pri- 
mary Senſation, an Impulſe from the Object upon the naked 
medullary Ends of the Nerves is abſolutely neceſſary, which 
ever Organs of the Senſes they belong to; as upon thoſe of 
the Retina, the Portio Mollis of the Auditory Nerves, the 
Papille Pyramidales of the Skin, &c. 


C 2 S ERA 


= * "IE © - * U r r RIF - * 8 A 
— 9-0, rene . _ _ — — FP Ke r — 
7 r * 3» 1 * Xa : . 
p F A * , $ I ol * 
* > n 4 
* * % 
4 
- bh * 8 
i * FP 75 * 1 
— — 
, «+; "8 


16 Tours upon THINKING, &c. 


CT. 


Lond 


$ © which is fancying we ſce, &c. Things when 


. we are aſleep, ſtill further confirms what has been faid ; 


and, having mentioned it, I will here take a little Notice of 


that Phanomenon. 


That Things, in Dreaming, ſeem to be real for the pre- 


ſent proceeds partly from this, that, the Organs of the Sen- 


ſes being ſhut up externally, the Mind can have no Im- 


pulſes from outward and real Objects to compare them with, 
and thereby perceive their Imaginarineſs; and partly, (as 


my Opinion for ſome Time hath been) that, in Sleep, they 
(the Organs) being ſomewhat inverted or altered in their 


Poſition, (the Pupils of the Eyes turning up, as may be 
ſeen in Children when their Upper-lids gently fall down as 
they go to Sleep,) the impulſive Cauſe, [See Sect. VII.] 


abſolutely neceſſary in Thinking, exerts itſelf upon the ſoft, 


naked Ends of the medullary nervous Fibres, as well as 


upon the Outſide of their Coats ; which makes it reſemble 


Primary Senſation. 


This impulſive Cauſe may be exerted, for Inſtance, 


from the Infide of the Upper Eye-lids, (as well as from 


the Parts more contiguous) through the Cornea and Hu- 


mours of the Eye, upon the Retina. And this ſeems to be 


the Reaſon of that almoſt infinite Variety of Images and 
Things ſeemingly floating and paſſing before us when 


we are upon the Confines between Waking and Sleep- 


Ing. 


It 


; 
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It alſo proves that Dreaming, and Thinking that we 

| actually See Things, &c. are done with the fame Inſtru- 
ments that we actually See, &c. with, only the Impulſe 
not being by the Mediation of the external circum- 
ambient Light, or Fire, &c. op 


And very. likely to the Exceſs of this Inverſion and Al- 

teration of Poſition, perhaps, of the whole Senfationary 

Nervulous Machine is owing the Irrememberableneſs 

of ſome of our Dreams, and the Thoughts -we had in 
| them, when we awake, as the Diſpoſitions or Frames 
i i cannot then be renewed. This, by Divine Appointment, 
ſeems to have been NEBUCHADNEZZAR's Caſe, who, 
tho' he could not recolle& and think upon the Particu- 
lars of his Dream, could by no Means ſhake off the Ter- 
ror and Agony it had excited, _— | 


And to this Impulſe alſo (from this Inverſion) being ex- 
erted upon the naked Ends of the Nerves, as well as 
upon the Coats of their Sides, are owing perhaps all the 
Phenomena of our Dreams, (Things ſeeming real) with 
all our Modes of Thinking, Reaſoning, and Reflecting in 
them, and every Aſſociation and Connection belonging to 
them; which ſtill makes it further manifeſt that, in this 
Caſe, the nervulous Organical Diſpoſition or Frame is the 
ſame with that when we ſee and think when we are a- 
wake, and that in both the laſt (viz. Seeing and Thinking) 
it is the ſame. ; hs 2 


| For the Mind is no more out of the Body (as ſome have 
been ſtupid enough to imagine) when we dream, than One 
is at St. Paul's Church in London when he chances to 

G3 | | think 
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think upon that Grand and Noble Fabrick, at an Hun- 
dred Miles' Diſtance, when he is awake; for we never 
dream we fee or do any Thing but we always have a 
Conſciouſneſs of our being inveſted with our Bodies. 


And this fancy'd Reality ſeems to be the Reaſon alſo 
why Dreams make ſometimes ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions 
on the Soul as to excite the Paſſions, till by the Exceſ- 
ſiveneſs of theſe, as it often happens, the Organs are as it 
were diſturbed out of their preſent Poſition and State of 
Laxity and Reſt, and {the Doors being opened for other 
Objects with which we can compare our Dream) we 
awake and wonder at our Miſtake; and in thoſe ex- 
tremely pleaſant or frightful this is commonly the Caſe, 


Dreams therefore (eſpecially our Thoughts in Dreams) 
for the moſt Part differ but little from Waking Thoughts 
or Ideas, I mean thofe of that Sort which Mr. Lock E 


has obſerved to be continually floating before our Minds, 


(as he expreſſes it) whether uccording to the Direction 
of the Will or not, or thoſe neſcio quid nugarums which 


occur to our Meditation in our Walks and Lowngings, 


The Incoherency alſo we obſerve in them, or the quick 
and almoft inftantaneous Shifting of the Scene, and un- 
heeded Tranſition from one Thing to another, prove Dreams 
to be of the fame Nature with thofe Reveries, 


In Dreams we ſeldom or never have any Notion or 
Remembrance that we were ever in any other State, viz. 
awake; but, when awake, we can remember our Dreams 
in Proportion to the Impreſſions they have made. The 

8 Reaſon 
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| Reaſon feems to lie in this. The Mind never performs 
any of its voluntary Operations, whether in aCtual Seeing, 
&c. or in Remembering or Contemplating, &e. without 
the Organs: Now, when we are awake, they are in a 
State of Tenſity, but, when aſleep, in a State of Laxity, 
viz, their exterior Parts, Therefore Conſciouſneſs of 
Things preſent, or paſt, or Remembering, depending on 
the Organs being in the Condition they are in when we are 
awake, the Mind or Soul cannot, when we are aſleep, 
know or remember that we were Yeſterday awake, and 
now dream, becauſe the Inſtruments it performs thoſe Ope- 
rations with are either not in Order or Tune, or already 
in Uſe, as in Primary Senſation, as before; for, the In- 
ſtant we diſcover that we are Dreaming, we are awake, 
and look back on the Delufion with Wonder, having 
then freſh Ideas, or rather Objects immediately by the 
Senſes, to compare thoſe of our Dreaming with, whereby 
we ſce the Cheat. 


But tho', for the moſt Part, we don't, when we are 
Dreaming, remember that we were awake Yeſterday and 
then did ſuch and ſuch Things, and tho* we are not 
conſcious that we only Dream ; yet we often remember 
— that are not then preſent, and which had hap- 
pened in a waking State: Anſwer, Theſe are ace 
Things relating to what we are Dreaming of; for, when 
we Dream of particular Perſons, Places, or Things, our 
Connections with them naturally and neceffarily ariſe in 
our Minds from the common Aſſociations of Ideas, of 
which more afterwards : For Thinking and Remembering 
in Dreaming are performed in the fame Manner as they 
are when we are awake; and fo far, however paradox- 

ical 
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ical it may appear, we are really ſo, for in ſtrong and 
vivid Dreaming we believe or fancy ourſelves to be a- 
wake, that is, we ſeldom have any Notion or Suſpicion 
to the contrary, having all the Self-conſciouſneſs and Se- 
condary Senſations of one in that State. The Reaſon of 
all which ſeeming thus real, and ſo like Primary Senſa- 


tion, I have already aſſigned. 


But the moſt difficult Part to be accounted for in 
Dreaming is, that we are often conſcious of remember- 
ing paſt Things, as having happened before in Reality, 
which, when awake, we cannot remember ever to have 
ſo happened. This muſt either proceed from what had 
happened in ſome former Dreams, which when waked 
out of we had abſolutely forgot ; which I think muſt be 
the Caſe, (for I have known Perſons who have, when 
elevated with Drinking, ſaid and done a great many 
Things that, when ſober, they could neither think of nor 
remember *till they were again in the ſame Condition 
as at firſt, and then they could clearly and diſtinctly) or 
elſe it muſt (one is almoſt inclined to believe) imply a 
State of vehicled Pre- exiſtence. 


In Dreaming we ſeem to exert every Faculty of the 
Mind, to will, to move our Bodies, and the exterior Parts 
of the Organs of the Senſes (as we certainly do the in- 
terior) to See, to Hear, to Smell, to Taſte, to Feel, to 
Think, to Remember, to Speak, lay Schemes, make Ver- 
ſes ; to be agitated with every Paſſion, to Love, to Fight, 
to be pleaſed, angry, ſorrowful, joyful, &c. All this is 
We, or is done by, our own felvcs, in the Firſt Perſon, 


and to be accounted for as above. But when we are ad- 
ureſſed 
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dreſſed to in the Second and Third Perſons by others, 
and hear Speeches uttered with great Coherency and 
Strength of Argument, which we are conſcious we 
did not by any means premeditate for them; I can 
ſee no Help for it (unleſs the Soul is poſſeſſed of more 
Divinity than we are aware of) but that, with the 
learned and ingenious Mr. BaxTER, we muſt admit 
of a ſeparate Order of Beings, who (cloathed in ex- 
ceſſively tenuious Vehicles, perhaps of Light or Fire, 
which they can contract or dilate, and alter in Colour 
and Shape, as they pleaſe, and thereby intraneouſly ex- 
hibit to us an infinite Variety of Scenes) can and- do 
at ſome Times vaſtly affect and influence our Dreams, 
but ſtill under the Direction or Permiſſion of the God 


and Father of the Spirits of all Fleſh: And J can fee 


no other Way of accounting for thoſe that are Sym- 
bolical*, MonitoryF, or Prophetick, nor for the Second 
Sight, (that is, being in a Trance, like BALaam, with 
his Eyes open, and ſeeing Things which certainly come 
to paſs) heretofore common in the Highlands and We- 
ſtern Iſles of Scotland, a Thing undeniable and well at- 
teſted 4. 


Is it not now from all this clearly evinced that 


Thinking and Dreaming are nearly of one and the 
D ſame 


* Lord Bacon ſays, © I myſelf remember that, being in Paris, and my 
Father dying in London, two or three Days before my Father's Death, I had 
a Dream, which I told to divers Eng/; Gentlemen, that my Father's Houſe in 
the Country was plaiſtered all over with Black Mortar.“ See his Sy/va Sy/- 
vuarum, Century X. 986. | 

+ See Multitudes of Examples in all Hiſtory, Sacred and Prophane. 
4 See MarTin and Others upon that Subject, | 
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ſame Speci-s ; for here is no Candle, Sun, nor Moon, 
to preſent Objects of Sight by, more than there ; no 
real Noiſes, Smells, Taſtes, or Feclings; and yet the 
Soul has a Conſciouſneſs of them all, as if they were 
actually preſent®, And from the whole may it not be 
fairly concluded that the Poſtures, Frames, or Diſpoſi- 
tions, of the Organs, with reſpect to theif interior Me- 
chaniſm, are the ſame in both as when we actually 
ſee, hear, ſmell, taſte, or touch, any Thing when we 
are broad-awake 4 


* Indeed, for my own Part, tho' J am no Hypniomancer, T have had ſo many 
Experiences in Dreaming, in Confirmation of the Truths I am now declaring, 
that I am afraid to tell them, leſt, in this ſceptical, miſled, fancied-ſelf-wiſe 
Age, 1 ſhould not be believed. 

+ Don't we ſometimes wake with our Hands clenched or ſhut, as if graſping 
ſomething, and ſometimes the Whole Organical Syſtem in various other Diſpo- 
fitions, the Charm or Enchantment often continuing ſome ſmall Time before it 


quite diſſolves? on 
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FOR further Proof and Confirmation of what has been 
advanced, to wit, That in forming our Ideas in every 
different Mode the Mind makes uſe of the ſame Inſtru- 
ments (inwardly adjuſted in the ſame Manner) it does 
in Primary Senſation, (a minute and particular Account 
of whoſe interior Structure in the Medullary Subſtance of 
the Brain is never to be given by the niceſt Anatomiſt: 
Sufficient it is we may be aſſured it is moſt curiouſly and 
juſtly adapted to every Purpoſe of Thinking) let the 
following Miſcellaneous Remarks be juſt mentioned. 


Our being often tired with Studying or Thinking, 


all one as with Bodily Exerciſe, proves it to depend 


upon the Uſe of the Organs, by the Mind's putting 
them in the ſame Diſpoſition (in a greater or leſſer 
Degree of Tenſity, in Proportion to its Intenſeneſs of 
Cogitation) as when we actually perceive the Things 
that we are thinking on. | 


The Mind cannot conſider Two Things at once 0 
any more than I can look both Eaft and Meſt at the 


ſame Time, * | 
D 2 -...: Tho 


* For I can by no means believe the Story of JuL1vs Cxsa, (it being 
contrary to Nature, Reaſon, and Experience) who is ſaid to have dictated to 
ſeveral Clerks while he himſelf was writing at the ſame Time, unleſs it was the 
ſame Letter to ſeveral. Perſons, which, whilſt he was writing one of them him- 
ſelf, for the Sake of Diſpatch he read out to the reſt, having before meditated 
the Scheme or Orders it was to communicate. | | 
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The great Difficulty and almoſt Impoſſibility of 


putting them in the very fame exactly true Diſpoſition 


or Poſture is the Reaſon why our Thoughts or Ideas 
ſeldom exactly every way agree with the Things they 


| Ntand for or repreſent when we come to compare them, 


The more clearly and diſtinctly we Think, the Po- 
{ture is nearer the ſame; the more faintly and confuſedly, 
the contrary. 


And hence it may be accounted for why Schemes 


laid for great Degrees of Happineſs in this Life, or any 


other Purpoſes, often prove abortive ; alfo the Vanity ſome- 
times of ſtudied Speeches and Behaviour beforehand. 


The learned and ingenious Dr. CREVYNE, in his 
Method of Cure in Diſeaſes of the Body and Mind, 
(Page 32.) ſays, © What are the true primitive Mate- 
* rial Organs employed in Thinking and Cogitation, 
what their Nature and Figure, is abſolutely un- 
known, and, I fear, unknowable by us. That this 
Immaterial Principle, in its preſent State of Union, 
neceſſarily requires ſome organiſed Inſtruments in its 
intellectual Operations, as well as the Senſes do, I 


© think, is paſt all Doubt. 


Page 34, We cannot but imagine that it is ſome- 
where in, by, and with, our Brain that we think and 


conſider. a 


Page 35. 1 imagine the Spiritual Subſtance uſes 
Material Organs, of one Kind of Matter or an 
ä | in 


8 
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in its Operations; and it is highly probable that they; 
are the Nervous Glands, the Filaments, the Nerves, 
but eſpecially the Membranous Coats of the Infinite- * 
ſimal Nervuli, and their wonderful Texture and Me- 
chaniſm, ſo little Known or underſtood, le 


! A _a aa 


And (Page 36) he Rage © The Pleafing, Facility, | and 
Elegance, of Cogitation conſiſts in the Suppleneſs, 
Culture, and habitual Exerciſe, . of thoſe Nervous Or- 
gans, juſt as much as a graceful and eaſy Carriage and 
Manner of the Body is acquired by proper Exerciſe 
and repeated Acts. We muſt uſe this Sort of Exer- 
ciſe, and apply theſe Nervous Glands in Thinking, in 
the ſame Manner as we uſe the ſeveral Muſcles, or 
widen and direct the Pupil to a proper Diſtance in 
Seeing: For Attention and Conſideration we muſt fix 
theſe Material Organs of the Intellectual Faculty as 
we fix our Eyes to ſee, or diſcern distinctly, &c.” 


F D204 


Here "Uh allows the Neceſlity for Material Organs for 
Thinking, (which; I apprehend, fairly implies it to be 
having Secondary Senſations, &c. ſee Sect. I.) but makes 
them different from thoſe of the Senſes, tho' he will 
have the Materials for their Compoſition to be of the 
ſame Kind, to wit, little Nerves, and their Membra- 
nous Coats, and thereby gives the Mind Two Ma- 
chines, Two Sets of Working-tools, one for Thinking, 
and the other for Senſation or Foeling.: 


Had he only diſtinguiſhed between ls internal and 
external Mechaniſm of the ſame An and hap- 
pened 
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pened to hit on the Two different Kinds of Impulſe 
(fee Sect. VII.) equally and abſolutely neceflary, the one 
for Thinking, and the: other for Primary Senſation, he 
had perhaps better ſucceeded in his n 


The aforeſaid "VAI Biſhop of O—xx alſo Gran 
not to have been very wide of the Mark, when he 
ſays, (Page 149) The pure Intellect is properly the 
* Tmmaterial Part of us acting in eſſential Union and 
Conjunction with the Animal Spirits and remote im- 
© perceptible Fibres. of the Brain, which are more im- 
mediately ſubſervient to Thinking or e Sees and 
* all the C Operations of the Underſtanding, 


And, (Page 373) © Now the Underſtanding: and 
Will being win ally the Operations of this pure Spi- 
* rit, tho' they are — mme in Concurrence 
© with Material Organs, &c.” 


Does not this alſo imply, that in Thinking we Hiave 
a Senſation or Feeling (Which I call Secondary) very 
analogous: to that which we ad at firſt mn the Im- 
pulſe of the real Object Relf doi 1 3; 


The good Dr. Watts 4b Py (Pap 6 Bo of his 
Philoſophical Effays) © When we ſet carols to Think 
or Study, we feel and are conſcious that we employ 
* ſome operative Power or Powers within the Scull, and 
perhaps generally a little within the Forehead : And 
the Reaſon why we feel it there is, ' becauſe the Cor- 


poreal Motions and Traces are there: formed and pre- 
ſerved, 
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© ſerved, and renewed, which ſerve to raiſe or awaken 

© Ideas in the Mind, and which are ordained to mi- 
© niſter to the Soul in its Intellectual or Senſitive 
3 Operations whith tis in this united State. 


But (to have e! wich endleſs Quotations) all. of 
them, and all the Logical and Metaphyſical Writers 
I ever read, having been unacquainted: with this new 
Hypotheſis, into what ſtrange Wanderings and erring 
Contemplations have they been led! In what Sapienti- 
fimilar Deliriums have cos of them coolly raved! What 
Volumes have been written I but how unſatisfactory! (ſee 
Sect. I. IV. and VII.) However, ſo far only, I mean, as 
regards the Subject in hand. And I don't know: but 
it might have been proper enough to have entitled this 
Diſſertation, Rei Metaphyſice in Rem Phyficam Redudtio, 
that is, Metaphyficks reduced to Phyſichs; as ſuch a Re- 
duction J believe it will be allowed to _ in Part 
at leaſt, effected. | 


To return, —Does not the various e Aint 
Climes, / and different States of the Air, in clear and 
3 hazy Days, have upon our Ways of Thinking alſo: 
teſtify, in a great meaſure, the Dependance it has up- 
on the Organs of the Senſes? Does not the ny 
as well as the Eyes, fail ? 


But (what had been almoſt FRE the exceſſive 
Longing of ſome pregnant Women, and conſequen- 
tial Marking of the Fœtus if not ratified, is, in my 


Opinion, _ the ſtrongeſt and moſt * 
Proofs 
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Proofs that the interior Organical Diſpoſition is the 
ſame in Thinking as in actual Perbeption that can be 


adduced. 


In this Cafe the Mother is, with great Solicitude 
and Earneſtneſs, perpetually revolving in her Mind the 
Object of her Deſire. Now the Fœtus wonderfully, 
in all Reſpects, and in every Affection, participates with 
the Mother. She, perpetually converſant with, and 
conſcious of, her Own Self, Parts, Affections, &c. na- 
turally and eaſily communicates to it every Diſpoſition 
ſhe is in poſſeſſion of: And it being then in the firſt 
Stage of its Formation, and the component Fibres of 
its Parts of ſuch exquiſite Fineneſs and Exility as 
hardly to be conceived, and being alſo in a prodigious 
rapid Progreſs of Increaſe, changing every Moment in 
Degrees of Magnitude from a leſſer to a greater, the 
Diſpoſition ſoon becomes fo fixed and confirmed that 


it can never after be altered. 


To this Self- converſation, Conſciouſneſs, and Com- 
munication, on one ſide, and Participation on the other, 
perhaps it is owing that all Parents ſo naturally and 
eaſily ſtamp upon their Offspring the diſtinguiſhing 
Figure and Shape of the Species they belong to through- 
out the whole Animal Genus or Kingdom.“ 


* See Genef. xxx. 37 and 38, and that amazingly-beautiful P/aln exxxix. 


SECT: 
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B this Time I hope it appears pretty Main that 
there is the higheſt Relation, Analogy, or Reſem- 
blance, between Seeing, Hearing, &c. and Thinking and 
Dreaming that we ſee, hear, &c. almoſt as great as 
between the Light of the Sun and that of a Candle, 
or the Moon. Now, in the firſt Caſe, it has been 
ſhewn that our Conſciouſneſs aroſe from an Impulſe, 
made from a real Object, upon the external Extre- 
mities of the Nerves, by the Mediation of Light, Air, 
&c. What excites our Conſciouſneſs then in the Se- 
cond? Can it be done without an Impulſe? By no 
Means. The Neceflity of it ſeems ſelf-evident ; for, as 
our Conſciouſneſs here is of the fame Kind with that 
there, an r is az neceſfary. 5 
What then (as in ſtrong Thinking land 2 
there is no real Light nor Sound, &c.) can mimick it 
ſo naturally as to make it appear ſo nearly like the 
Firſt? To ſay it is the Mind itſelf would be ridi- 
culous and abſurd; it would be making it, which 
ought reaſonably to be ſuppoſed reſiding in the Center ps 
of, or intimately united with, its. — of Conſci- 
ouſneſs, beginning and directing its Motions and Diſ- 
poſitions, in order to receive its Intelligences, to be at 
the ſame Inſtant at the Doors or Windows upon the 
Surface, giving the intelligentiferous Impulſes themſelves ; 
which would 'be a moſt glaring Contradiction. 


E | | Whence 
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Whence then can this Impulſe ſpring? Let us con- 


ſider what Effect - preſſing any Thing hard upon the 
Eyes, or giving them a ſmart Blow in the Dark, has, 


and we thall have a ſucceſsful and Fruitful Hint Siven 
us in this Enquiry. 


Hine, from the ſudden, undulatory Jubi of wo 
try, Cryſtalline, and Glaſiy Humors upon the Re- 
na, beſides the Pain from the Contuſion, we are con- 
ſous of a Senſation like a Flaſh of Fire or _ 
erer then can perpetuate NR in a more 1018 
rablel gentle, uniform, and lower Degree, will be the 


; Grand cult tf prone we are — for. 


Now, the [Glocies and Al-fcilful Builder of the | 
Human Fabrick (if is He that hath made us, and not 
Wwe ourſetves) has been very far from leaving it defec- 
tive or unfiniſhed in this Point. The Heart and Ar- 
teries, and from them the Sy/fole and Diaſtole of the 
Dura Mater of the Brain, are hoy = oi at "ow to 
anſwer, among others, this mne End. | 


However, I do not ſay that we have our Ideas by 
Thumps, or that their Succeſſion or Duration is ex- 
actly in Proportion to the Quickneſs of the Pulſe. And 

t we find ſomething like it in Febrile Deliriums, 
(whether aſlecp or awake) where the Thoughts are con- 


fuſed, quick, and tumultuous, as the contrary may be 


obſerved 3 in Melancholy ; which, by the by, _ 
| | 10 
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bid fair for accounting for Mr. Lock E's ingenious Con- 
jecture that the Train of Ideas do ſucceed one ano- 
ther at certain Diſtances of Succeſſion which cannot 
be much delayed or haſtened, from which, I muſt 

frankly own, I had alſo a moſt uſeful Hint in my 
ſeeking after this impulſive Cauſe, Which 1 found to 
be wanting and and indiſpenibh ee in Seca | 


ne or Thinking. 


All I vagal gelt is, * * avi: Fi 
denn off the Animal Spirits, or Fire in the Nerves, 
occaſioned, by the impulie of the Object in Primary 
Senſation, ſeems in Secondaty to be excitad and kept 
up by the continual Pulſation of the Arteries, which 
accompany the Nerves every. where, even in Weir mi- 
e mein ren the whole Body.“ 1129 

This Ampulle ther; in Kecontdary' | Settatien is, net 
ugh? the  denadated Extremities of the Nerves, us än 
Primary, but lateral, er ſide-long, upan the Ooats * | 
have from the Meninges of the Brain ;, Which is the 
Raeaſon that Thimking bears ſuch Analogy or Reſem- 
blance to actual Senſation, as Seeing, rt AU AEr 
actly the ſame. dh, 


% 
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as Aint tell us that, The Nerves bs ad accompany the Ari 
* teries thro” all the Body, that the Animal Spirits may be kept warm and moy- 
ing by, titre continkal Heat amd Nuſſe of the Aitefies. They have alfo!Blbod- 
ZN veſſels, as the other Parts of the Body: Thefe Veſſels are not only ſpread u 

on their Coats, but they run alſo amongſt their „* Fibres, as may be 
deen amonglt the Fibres of the Retina. | 
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HESE Points being ſettled, let us now try if we 
can, upon the Principles of this Syſtem, account 
for our various Ways or Modes of Thinking. 0 07 


Thus then, when the Mind would ſee any Thing 
again in Fancy (or, rather, would fancy to itſelf any 
Thing again) it has ſeen before in Reality, it puts the 
reſpective Organs in the fame Frame, or their Nerves 
in the fame Poſture or Diſpofition, as when it actu- 
ally faw (or perceived by any of the Senſes) the Things 
it would now in Fancy ſee or perceive again ; and re- 
ceiving at the fame Inſtant ſucceſſive Impulſes from 
the Arteries as before-ſaid, (which are commonly vaſtly 
fainter than the Impulſe from the Object itſelf, as a 
ſmall Touch is to a great Twang upon any String 
of any the ſame Muſical Inſtrument, or low Whiſpering 
to loud Speaking) it has then, in a lower Degree, the 
ſame Kind of Conſciouſneſs or Senſation it had before, 
And this is what may be called Remembering, or the 
Memory. : | 2 
Its keeping the Parts in the ſame Poſture, Diſpoſi- 
tion, and Tenſity, accounts for what is called Contem- 
plation. 5 


This done with Vigour accounts for Intention, 


Its 
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Its trying ſeveral Poſtures, &c. before it hits the right 
accounts for Recollection. Our earneſt and ſometimes 
fruitleſs Endeavours to remember ſome Things clearly 
ſhew that different Objects ſtrike the Organs into different 
Poſitions or Frames ; and that the Mind or Soul is only 
volitive or active in thus labouring to renew or reſtore 
thoſe Diſpoſitions, but paſſive when it has done it, having 
that Inſtant the wiſhed-for Conſciouſneſs, Senſation, or Re- 
membrance, by the inceſſant Impulſe of the Arteries. 
Trying ſeveral Poſtures in this Operation is alſo clearly e- 
vinced by the Variety of Thoughts which occur before 
the right one. n 


From the fame Principle and Power of Conſciouſneſs 
and Volition, and with the ſame Inſtruments, it ſtill can 


employ itſelf, and operate further on its Ideas thus formed, 


in ranging, comparing, dividing, altering them in every 
Predicament, &c. And from this ſprings what is called 
Judgment, Reaſoning, IIlation; on which, as there is 
hardly any Thing more that is new to be faid, it cannot 
be expected that 1 ſhould expatiate. I ſhall therefore, for 
further Satisfaction, refer to Writers in Logick, as BRowNne, 
Locke, WATTs, &c. who all. of them have treated this 
Part of my Subject with great Perſpicuity ; the Taſk I 
impoſed on myſelf being chiefly - to give a Phyſical Rati- 
onale of the Formation and Aſſociation of our Ideas, and 
of Thinking in general; which how far I have ſucceeded 
in 1 * to the Determination of the judicious and candid 

Reader.. | [4 70 


E 3 


It is next to impoſſible for us to keep the Parts always 
RES in 


= yy r * 2 
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in the fame F rame ; for we find we tire with Thinking 
as Well as with other Exerciſe : Beſides, we cannot avoid 
being diverted with new Objects; and from this ſprings 
what is called Forgetting. 


But ſometimies, hen we are ſarpriſed d by at waer 
Accident, we cannot directiy forget it as ſoon as It is paſt, 
the Patts ſtill continuing in the ſime Frame, (an nd the 
ſame Impulſe continued alſo) till by Degrees, they, as it 
were, 1 5 out of their Poſture, we at length ceaſe to 
think of it, 7. e. forget it, notwithſtanding the Inipetiis of 
the ſmall Arteries continues. Hence we come to ay, 
after any unexpected Thing has woe on and is i. 
we cannot forget ſuch a Thing N. | 


1 will now ſtippole f myſelf actual to ts 105 110 n 
Time, oe particular. Noe, .or remarkable 
flooſe.; 1 cannot help, a t the. Ade 4 Ts ſeeing t 
Hills, Field, Valleys; Tres Houſes, &c. acholning, 
though perhaps IS | Ho not view them with that particu- 
lar Attention 1 do the firſt. Now, when I come to 
think on tis Mountain, Hill, 6: Houſe à again, 1 naturally 
ut, the reſpeive ſubſervient Organs in the fame Piſpo- 
1008 or Frame as When 1 actually faw.it, and the Places 
adjoining, at firſt : Sg that, when the Trapulte is made, 
all the contiguous Par ts appear together in the lame 
Scene; that is, tho Delig n be only to contemplate 
it in particular, yet Ten avoid, at the fame Time, 
contemplating, or thinking on, in ſome ſmall Meature, 
the Parts about it. This to me ſeems to be the moſt 


rational Account that can be given for what" is Called the 
| Aſ- 
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| Aſſociation of Ideas, or their being linked together : And 


hence we may ſee how it is done when we ſay, When 


woe ſee or hear any Thing we have ſeen or ee before, 
by Lv us in mind of ſuch _ ſuch T e 


There are ome particular Tones which, whenever 1 
bear played, bring a Variety of Perſons and I hings into 
my Mind which had happened when T firſt heard them, 


which, but juſt before, I had no Thoughts about. The 


ſame alſo happens from ſome particular Smells, SIR, &c. 
and may all be accounted for the ſame Wu 


And to this Aſſociation and Connection, which uni- 


verſilly prevail through all Things every where, is owing 
that natural and eaſy Tranſition from one T hing to another 
which we obſerve in our Thoughts, or Ideas, and in Con- 
verſation when we eloathe them a Words, 


The Organs, as to their exterior Parts, (the Muſcles 
and Nerves ſubſervient to the Moving and ſteady Fixing 
of the Eyes, for Inſtance) muſt certainly be in a State 
very lax, when we think or ftudy, to that when we are 
actually giving Attention to real preſent Objects; for it is 
very manifeſt, when we contemplate any 'Thing deeply, 
we endeavour, as much as we can, to take no Notice of 
the Things that are about us; ; which is nothing but relax- 
ing them (the Organs) as much as we are able, that the 
Impulſes upon them from real Objects may not be ſo much 
perceived or felt; yet their Poſture or Diſpoſition, as to 
their interior Parts, with regard to what we are thinking 


on, is the ſame as if we were actually looking at it. And 


hence 


* 
1 
WS 
#7 
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hence the Inattention, and Abſence in Thought, which 
ſometimes happen to ſome People in Company. 


As the almoſt infinitely ſmall Arteries make continually 
impulſive Preſſures upon the equally ſmall Fibres of the 
Nerves, it is poſſible we may have Secondary Senſations at 
the ſame Time that we are having Actual Ones, though 
we do not ſeem much to perceive or regard them. Look 
upon a Tree, Houſe, or other Object, and immediately 
ſhut your Eyes, (keeping ſtill thinking on it) and you will 
find ſomething like it. | 


This may be further illuſtrated by lighting up a Candle, 
in a Room with the Windows open, in the Day-time : 
Its Light will be then fo abſorbed by that of the Sun, 
that you will hardly diſcern it: But, ſhut the Windows 
cloſe, and draw the Curtains, and it will have its full 


Effect, 


Our Nerves being ſo ate fine, ſo variouſly * 
and almoſt infinite in Number, (having all ſome Conſent 
with one another, more or leſs) and fo capable of an in- 
finite Variety of Diſpoſitions, or (if the Word may be 
allowed) Combinations, and from thence of having in- 
numerable different Impulſes made on them, is the Rea- 
ſon we are capable of having ſo many various Senſations 
(with their ſeveral Aſlociations) in Reality and Fancy as 


we have. 


Dr. Cu ENI ſays, (Page 12. of his fore cited Book) 


* The learned Dr. PoRTERFEILD very juſtly concludes 
* from 
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from Dr. Hook e's determining the Minimum wvifibile un- 
der an Angle of one Minute, that the Magnitude of a ſin- 
gle Nervous Fibre cannot exceed the 36ooth Part of a 
common Hair.“ How infinitely numerous then may not 
their Papillæ, in the Retina for Inſtance, be! What an in- 
finite Variety of Impulſes and Diſpoſitions may they not be 
capable of receiving from a Mechaniſm (perhaps of a pecu- 
lar Kind) utterly eluſive of the Anatomiſt's Ken, tho' aſ- 
ſifted by the beſt Glaſſes, as much as the Mouths of the 
Lacteals! Perhaps, in Sleep they retract, ſlip in, or retire 
behind or under the Fine Arterial Plexus, or Net-work, and 
ſo their naked Ends come in Contact with its Pulſatory Coats; 
which is the Reaſon I have aſfigned for Things appearing 
real in Dreaming. [See Se#. V. at the Beginning. 
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NJ] OW in all this Procedure there is nothing but pure and 
> * fmple Mind and Matter, Volition and Perception, 
Activity and Paſſivity. How trifling then muſt it be, in 


Logical and Metaphyſical Writers, to make ſo many needleſs 
Diſtinctions between Nope Spiritus, Ne, Mens, and Yugi Ani 
na, | for which they alledge Scripture-proof, and between 
| F = Ani- 
Mos xs poſſibly was no Stranger to all this, as may be conjectured from ſeveral 
Paſſages in the Pentateuch, particularly Gen. ix. 4. and Lewit. xvii. 11. tho, being 
under no Neceſſity of ſo doing, he did not read any Lectures in Anatomy, or Na- 
tural Philoſophy, to the Children of 1/ae/ : For on the Circulation of the Blood 
depends Animal Life or Feeling; as that, together with the Impulſe in Secondary 
Fecling or Thinking, depends upon the Perpetual Motion of the Heart and Arte- 
Ties. Jake the Blood away, and every Thing ceaſes, Circulation, Senſation, and Im- 
pulſe. But Commentating is not the Buſineſs at preſent. | 
+ Might not St. PA ur's Expreſſion, (1 Tal. v. 23) May the Whole of you, 
* the Spirit, the Soul, and the Body, &c. be owing to ſome peculiar Idiom of 
the Language he wrote in? Are not we taught, from the ſame firſt and beſt of 
Books, the Holy - Bible, that our Duty towards God is to love him with all our 
Heart, Mind, Soul, and Strength? And is it not common in Converſation, when 
ſtrong Profeſſions of Sincerity are made, to ſay, With all my Heart and Soul!“ 


v 
1 
. 
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Animus and Anima, + &c. and ridiculous and abſurd to call 
th: Memory and Imagination (which in Fact is a Faculty of 
the Mind proceeding from Volition and the concomitant Im- 
pulic) a Storehouſe, as it were, with Bags, Shelves, and 
Drawers, to lodge Ideas in, and, at the fame Time, to com- 

are theſe to Impreſſions, ſuch as a Seal makes upon Wax, 
(when Impreſſions are worn out, how are they to be renewed 
without a freſh Application of the Seal?) Footſteps, Traces, 
&c. || and the Mind at firſt to a Tabula raſa! & But thus 
have theſe abſtruſe Gentlemen perplexed and puzzled them- 
ſelves and their Readers from the Days of ARISTOTLE 


down to the preſent Times, 
Nor 


+ Under the Word Anima, in the Dictionary, I ſee, Anima enim proprie eam 
partem gud vivimus, movemus, & vigemus, Animus autem eam partem hominis gud diſ- 
ſerimus, ſapimus, immortales ſumus, - ſignificat. What elegant Stuff here is! With 
equal Propriety might Anima be compared to ſome careful vigilant Miller, ſtanding 
by his Hopper, ſuperintending and regulating the Motions of his ä 
Machine, or to ſome Head-ſervant in a Family, doing and ordering the Buſineſs 
within Doors, while Animus, the Maſter, in a more elevated Station, makes Ex- 
curſions to, (as Occaſions invite) or receives Vifits from, the ſurrounding Neigh- 
bours. I am inclined to think that the Work here allotted to the firſt is rather 
done by the Supreme Omnipreſent Being himſelf, or what a Great Philoſopher calls 
Anima Brutorum : | 

For in Him we live, and move, and havs our Being. AcrTs. xvii. 28. 
As Fove principium muſe : Jovis omnia plena. Viee-::- 

|| As juſtly may a fine Singer, or Performer upon any Muſical Inſtrument, who 
can perhaps ling, or play, ſeveral Hundred Songs, Tunes, or Compoſitions, with- 
out Book, be ſaid to have them all ſafely repoſited in the Brain, and be conſcious 
of them all ſeparately at once ; whereas they can only ſing or play them one after 
another, as they can have ſucceſſive Second-hand Auricular Senſations of them, or 
think of them, or are put in mind of them by others. 

The contrary alſo every Author who writes Hiftory, or upon any other Subject, 
muſt experience; and that in Thinking, or having Secondary Senſations of Things, 
the ſame Order of Succeſſion obtains as did at firſt in the Primary Ones, or Original 
Tranfactions to be recorded. - | Bs 

To this, (viz. Tabula ra/a) with far leſs ſtrained Analogy, might be likened 
the Eyes, Ears, and Skin, of a new-born Child, who never before ſaw the Light, 
heard its own Crying, or the Chat of the Goſſips, or felt the cold Air, or a Pin 
ſuck in it by an aukward Nurſe. 

Virgo intacta, I ſhould think, might do better, 


* 
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Nor does the learned Dr. Cuzvn's Account (the lateſt 


Author I know that has attempted a rational one of the 


Formation of our Ideas) ſeem to be much more ſatisfactory, 


or intelligible, where (Page 94. of his Book, twice already 
mentioned) he ſays, 1 


N 


FF e 


c 


< 
Ll 


© I can conceive the Matter no otherwiſe than thus : The 
Mind or Soul is the ſelf- moving, ſelf- active, ſentient, and 
intelligent Principle, with limited but invariable natural 
Powers of Living and of Thinking, Free- willing, and be- 
ginning Motion in thoſe Bodies whoſe Paſſivity or Inertia 
is not ſuperior to its active Powers. How it exerts theſe 
Powers on divinely organiſed Matter I do not here pretend 
to ſay ; but I conceive it acts on the Organs by Means of 


the Mechaniſm of the Brain and its Nerves, which are an 


Infinity of differently ſituated, complicated, and ſtretched 
little Filaments or Fibrils, filled with a ſoft, milky, cellu- 


lar ' Subſtance, (like a Ruſh with its Pith) contained in 
ſmall, membranous, extremely elaſtick Sacks or Tubuli, 
all whoſe elaſtick and energick Virtue conſiſts in the proper 


Tenſion or Vibrations of theſe Sacks or membranous Coats, 
ſpread over all the Solids of the Body, which being ex- 
tremely elaſtick and ſpringy convey harmonious and di- 
vinely-proportioned Vibrations, Undulations, and Tremors, 
excited outwardly by Objects to this ſentient and intelligent 
Principle; and reciprocally the Soul, or ſelf- moving Prin- 
ciple, impreſſes proper Vibrations and Tremors on theſe 
Infiniteſimal Membranous Sacculi to the reſpective Organs 


of Senſe and Muſcles: And thus Senſation, Perception, 


Images, Ideas, and Muſcular Motion, may be performed. 


Muſcular Motion, to be ſure, may with great Propricty 
e 
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be ſaid to be performed; but with what Propriety, in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, Senſation, Perception, Images, aad Ideas, can be 
ſaid after the fame Manner to be performed, or how the Soul 
reciprocally impreſſes proper Vibrations and Tremors on theſe 
little Sacks to the Organs of Senſe, in order to perform theſe: 
Ideas, &c. I proteſt I cannot underſtand, OY 


Material Objects certainly excite a Vibration, or ſomething 
like it, in the Nerves, and ſo make the Soul conſcious or ſen- 
fible of their Preſence ; but to make it reciprocally impreſs 
this Vibration to the Organs of the Senſes implies it (as: I 
take the Thing) to be at ſome Diſtance from theſe Organs, 
and yet at the ſame Inſtant in them, and ſenſible of the Sen- 
ſation, Perception, Images, and Ideas, thereby performed. 
This to me is all Hocus Pocus, Legerdemain, Darkneſs, My- 
ſtery, Perplexity, Contradiction. | ; 


I think I have demonſtrated that the Soul is paſlive-in all 
Senſation or Perception, and only performs, or is active, in. 
moving the Body, and framing its Nervulous Senſationary 


Machine into proper Diſpoſitions or Poſtures, for the Recep- 


tion of Images and Ideas by Impulſe. 


But indeed he goes on with more Clearneſs, and concludes. 
the Article thus—* This is the beſt Idea I can conceive in 
* theſe abſtruſe and obſcure Diſtempers, which J only pro- 
* poſe as a Philoſophical Conjecture: Others may explain 
the Matter better, if they can.” 


How eaſily now does my Hypotheſis, or Suppoſition, that 
Thoughts or Ideas are only Secondary Senfations or Feelings 
of Things, (the Truth of which any one may obſerve, ex- 

| perience 
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perience, and convince himſelf of, when in the Dark, in a 
roper Compolure of Mind, he thinks intenſly upon any 
hing) and that all Senfation or Feeling requires an Unpulic, 

ſolve every D 


His Emblem of the Operations of the Mind on the Body, 
or comparing the Soul to a ſkilful Muſician ſhut up in a fine 
Organ-caſe, may, by way of nnn 2 — be ad- 
mitted. 


However, his Sentiments and Nudes concerning the Pre- 
ſer vation and Reſtoration of Health, and making Life happy 
and Death eaſy, are certainly juſt, and ne of the * 
Attention and Regard. 


8 E CT. X. 


I Should now take ſome Notice of thoſe ſtrong and violent 
Affections of the Mind called the Paſſions, but at preſent 


fhall only give ſome brief Hints concerning them, and leave 
the further enlarging upon, Explication, Diſcuſſion, and U- 


luſtration, to another Eſſay. 


As they ſeem to bear a ſtrong Analogy and Reſemblance to 
Two of the chief Properties of a Magnet, Attraction and Re- 
pulſion, I ſhall accordingly range them into Two different 
Claſſes, calling one the Attractive, and * other the Repul- 


five Order. [See Sect, III. J 


Of the Firſt are Deſire or Longin 1 Hope, Joy, Com- 


placency, Glory, &c. 


Of the Second Order are Deteſtation or Loathing, Hatred, 
Fear, Grief, Anger, Shame, &c. 


F 2 5 Thoſe 
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Thoſe of the Firſt Order may again be divided into thoſe 
attended with ſtrong but ſucceſsleſs Volition, as eager Deſire, 
Love, &c. and thoſe attended with Volition ſucceſsful, as Joy, 
Complacency, Glory, &c 


And thoſe of the Second Order may alſo be divided into 
thoſe attended with ſtrong and ſucceſsful Non-volition, as De- 
teſtation or Loathing, Hatred, Anger, &c. and into thoſe at- 
tended with Non-volition ſucceſsleſs, as Fear, Grief, Shame, &c, 


- Defire or Longing is that uneaſy Senſation, that Impatience, 
Unſatisfaction, and Pain we feel when the Organs of any of 
our Senſes are put into a Difpeſition to receive Impulſes from 
a real Object, which we believe to be extremely agreeable, 
and there are none made. Tr. 


They are put, or as it were ſtart, into that Diſpoſition from 
our belleving (or from our Information from any of the Senſes 
the Object of the Deſire does not immediately belong to) that 
the Object is, as has been ſaid, extremely — near at 
Hand, and within our Reach. 


Deteſtation or Loathing is 1 any extremely diſagreeable 
Object is approaching or preſent, and the Mind refuſes to 
frame the Organs into any Poſture or Diſpoſition to receive 
Impulſes from it; as to ſee a Serpent, or an Enemy, at 
Liberty to hurt, or any Thing we have an extreme Aver- 
ſion to; or to hear the Voice of Wn or Thunder ; and 
ſon on of all the other Senſes. 


And from theſe Two Original Sources, all the Paſſions 
of — Order, with all their . Blendments, Mix- 


tures, 
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tures, Complications, and vultuoſe Appearances, I believe; 
will be found to proceed, * YO 

% 
T- it ſhould be aſked, What is the Mind, or Soul, that is 


thus active and paſſive in all this Variety, anſwer, As it 
cannot be its own. Object, in the Manner other Objects are 


_ preſented to it, (being, with regard to that, only ſelf-conſcious) 


perhaps, in this State, and in the Manner we know Things 
at preſent, we ſhall never be able exactly to know what it is, 


but only what it is not; and that is, that it is not Matter, 
1 ſhall therefore take the Liberty to give it a new Definition, 


and call it an Aliquid immateriale materiam movens & ſentiens 
that is, an immaterial Something that can at its Pleaſure (the 
Will) order and direct the Loco-motion of its Vehicle, (the 


Body) and the various Diſpoſitions of the exterior and inte- 


rior Mechaniſm of the Organs, and Common Senſory, in 
order to receive Impreſſions from real Objects, and renew 
theſe Diſpoſitions when it inclines to have thoſe Impreſſions 
repeated, (the Objects themſelves being paſt, or abſent) re- 
ceiving then the Impulſe from the Heart and Arteries, 


As there can be no Doubt of its being of Divine, Heavenly 
Extraction, perhaps its inmoſt Caſe, or Wrapper, is Fire; 
for that is the fineſt Kind of Matter that we are acquainted . 
with; and that Matter and Mind are intimately united (how- 

ever 


* 'Tho' One may philoſophiſe upon, and know ſomething more of, theſe Mat- 
ters than his Neighbours, it does not follow from thence that he ſhould be diveſted 
of them, or exempted from their Effects; any more than One, who knows that im- 
merſing in Water will ſuffocate, or that a great Number of the Sun's Rays is hurtful 


do the Eyes, is exempted from the Conſequence of being kept under Water for ſome 


Time, or his Eyes from the Effects of too ſtrong a Light. A lame Dancing - maſter 


may be capable of teaching a Minuet exactly, when he can by no Means move 


gracefully himſelf. 
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ever inexplicable the Manner) I believe will be denied by 
none: But perhaps a Kind of Fire exceeding the Sun's in 
Fineneſs as much as that exceeds Culinary Flame *. St. PA uc 
fays, © At Mid-day, O King, I faw in the Way a Light 
* from Heaven, above the Brightneſs of the Sun, ſhining 
round about me and them which journeyed with me.? 


Inthroned then thus in Fire, the Soul, when it gives little 
or no Attention to any Thing, is (comparatively) in its 
peaceful, native, original State. Upon the emerging of any 
Object, (which ever of the Senſes it belongs to) it is, as it 
were, rouſed from this Inattention. In order to conſider this 
Object juſtly and exactly, it muſt put the reſpective Organs 
in fuch a Diſpoſition as that it can receive true Impulſes from 
It, ſufficient to make up its proper Idea; which it does. And, 
as all Objects differ, more or leſs, (even thoſe of the ſame 
Senſc) ſo the Modes of their Impulſes will be various, and 
accordingly variouſly affect, ſtrike, or give a Diſpoſition to, 
the interior R the Organs: In the Senſe of Seeing, for 
Example, the Object ſtrikes the Retina, and the Senſationary 
Ducts adjacent, into a Diſpoſition, or Frame, they were not 


in before, 
| Now 


* The Living Spirit is inſtantly extinguiſhed if it be deprived either of Motion, 
or of Refrigeration, or of Aliment. Can. 31. Flame is a momentary Subſtance, 
Air a fixed: The Living Spirit in Creatures is of a middle Nature. Car. 32. 
See Lord VERULAu's Hiſtory of Life and Death, Canon xxxi. and xxxii. with 
their Explications, in which are the following Paſſages. Explic. 1ſt, Now the 
whole Fabrick of the Parts is the Organ of the Spirit, as the Spirit is the Organ of 
the Reaſonable Soul, which is Incorporeous and Divine. Explic. 2d, This Mat- 
ter ſtands in need of an higher Indagation, and of a longer Explication, than 1s 
pertinent to the preſent Inquiſition. Mean while we muſt know this, © that Flame 
is almoſt every Moment generated and extinguiſhed ; ſo that it is continued only 
by Succeſſion : But Air is a fixed Pody, and is not diſſolved:“ and further on, | 
But Spirit is participant of both Natures, both of Flame and Air, &c.“ 
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Now Thinking in general entirely conſiſts in this: When 
the Soul wants to review or reconſider any Thing in Fancy it 
has actually viewed or conſidered before, it gives the Organs 
e interior Parts) the ſame Frame and Diſpoſition they had 

om the Firſt Impulſe, and the Second is inftantaneouſly gi- 
ven by the aforefaid ſmall Arteries; and thus it renews, or has 
renewed to it, its former Senſations or Conſcioutneſs of Things 
after they are paſt and gone. It renews, I ſuppoſe, - thoſe 
Frames and Diſpoſitions (originally ftruck by real Objects) 
ſome-how after the Manner of Contraction and Dilatation of 
its Senfationary Nervulous Machine (which, I take for granted, 
it is intimately united with, and reſides in) 46 intra, not by 
Impulſe ab extra. 1 


This Reframing I call the active Part of Thinking. Re- 
ceiving at the ſame Inſtant the Impulſe from the Arteries I 
call the paſſive Part. | 


Thinking, or having Secondary Senſations, then, muſt be 
the Reſult of the Mind's thus renewing the Diſpoſitions or 
Frames, and receiving at the ſame Inſtant the Impulſe from 
the Arteries, In the Firſt the Soul is active; in the Second 
it is paſſive. And this general, ſoft, uniform Arterial Im- 
pulſe, in Secondary Senſation, (which we are conſcious of 
having in ſtrong Thinking and Dreaming) univerſally ſup- 
plies, in every reſpective Organ, the Place of that which we 

have by Light, Air, Effluvia, and immediate Contact, from 
Real Objects in Primary Senſation, 


And this is the Sum of all, viz, how the Soul acts, and is 
acted upon, in Conjunction with the Body, or in Union with 
Matter; the various Ways of which we have been accounting 
_ 0 | 1 
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46 Tuouc rs upon THINKING, Ofc. 


I often re- act in my Mind many agreeable Scenes, ſome- 


times melancholy ones, that are a long Way and While di- 
ſtant and paſt ; and have at Times (as well Sleeping as Wak- 
ing) many beloved Objects, almolt realiſed, before my Eyes, 
(my Mind's Eyes I mean, with SHAKESPEAR) that Death 


and the Grave have been long in Poſſeſſion of. How begins, 


what compleats, the Formation of the pleaſing intraneous 
Phantoms, whence the Light, the Air, &c, whence the Im- 
pulſe, if not as I have ſaid ? 


Now to GO D, (who, according to Mosks and St. Pa ur, 


7s a Conſuming Fire, and who, according to the Old Philoſo- 
phers, reſides * in Fire) All-wiſe, Almighty, and All-benign, 
(as ſuch a Being moſt aſſuredly there is, who has ſo fearfully 
and wonderfully made us all, Soul and Body,) be all the 
Glory. 


* See BoERHAAVE's Chymiſtry, Vol. 1ſt. Page 112. DaLLowe's Tranſlation; 


EDS TSCRIPT,; 


*.. A great deal more might have been faid to illuſtrate 


this {ſhall J venture to call it) New Philoſophy of the Hu- 


man Mind, ſome Things being perhaps too ſlightly touched, 


left unfiniſhed, or not ſufficiently proved ; and every Section 


might have been ſpun out to a far greater Length, and many 
more added. But, being perpetually interrupted by Avoca- 
tions of a different Nature, (which muſt be my Excuſe for 


Inaccuracy and every other Fault) I muſt leave the Whole as 


Hints to others, to object to, refute and condemn, or improve 
and confirm, as they ſhall ſee Reaſon for ; and for the preſent 


conclude. r 
NEWENT, g F R 


March 14, 1755. 


A LzTTzx to the Learned and Ingenious Dr. C. M. 


One of the late Secretaries to the R. 8. 


Upon the foregoing SUBJECT. 
SIR, | . | 
2 Have re- conſidered, as you deſired, the A fair 75 the Arteries being ſub- 
ſervient to the Memory and Thinking, and beg Leave to lay my Sentiments 
before you. | | | 
 1t,——1 ſuppoſe it will be granted that our immediate Knowledge of Mate- 
rial Things round us is by or from Senſation. | | 
2dly, That Senſation cannot be without an Impulſe made from the Object 
upon the Organs of our Senſes, whatever May that Impulſe may be carried to the 
Common Senſory, whether by Vibration, Undulation, or the Third Way of 
BoERHAAVE which you mentioned, or any other not yet diſcovered ; that being, 
as I take it, out of the preſent Quęſtion. | | 
34), ——1n reflefting upon Things paſt; I have, for Inſtance, ſeen you,--- 
the firſt Time at Sir HANs SLOAN's, and can remember your Perſon and Dreſs, 
what Sort of Weather it was that Morning, and the Situation of the Houſes and 
Streets, the other Time at your own Houſe, and can remember the Poſition of 
your Parlour, the Lady and Gentleman that breakfaſted with us, the Pictures, 
Chairs, with other aſſociated Objects. I ſay, when J reflect upon all theſe 
Things, now they are paſt and abſent, and at an Hundred Miles Diſtance, with 
ſome Intention, in a Place where I am uninterrupted with real Objects of any 
Kind, J am conſcious of a Senſation of the ſame Kind, though in a vaſtly fainter 
Degree, and find my Organs in the ſame Frame or Poſture, in Proportion to 
my Clearneſs or Fuſineſs of remembering, as when they were actually preſent. 
( And indeed our lively Dreams are, in my Opinion, further and clearer Proofs 
that the Poſtures of the Organs are gy and the Senſations of the ſame 
Kind, when we review Things in our Minds, as when we actually perceive the 
real Objects themſelves : All which to me is evincing that the Memory is a Secon- 
dary Senſation of Things abſent or paſt. ) ; 
4thly,—— All this granted, viz. That our immediate Knowledge of Ma- 
terial Things round us ſprings from Senſation ; That an Impulſe from the Object 
upon the reſpective Organ is indiſpenſibly neceſſary for that Senſation ; That, in 
rempmbering Things abſent and paſt, we find the Organs of our Senſes in the 
ſame Frame, in a Degree proportionable to the Intention and Clearneſs we Think 
with, as when they were actually preſent, and have a Senſation of the ſame 
Kind, though in a vaſtly fainter Degree, which J call Secondary; whence is 
the [impulſe for this Secondary Senſation? for certainly, it being a Senſation o 
the ſame Kind with the firſt, an Impulſe is as abſolutely requiſite, 1s * 7 
, | in 


AE TT ER, . 
Mind itſelf that makes it? The Mind, as I i ſerved, is entirely paſſeoe 


in all Senjation, and only active in moving our Boxzes, and putting the Organs 
of our Senſes in proper Diſpoſitions ; and therefore il cannot be the Mind itſelf. 
Hhat is it then? My I can find nothing but the Pulſation of the Arteries : 
And who knows but that this may be one of the Ends for which the Almighty 
and Infinitely-wiſe God contrived for the Heart and them a perpetual Motion ! 

5thly, If theſe Arguments ſhould not be thought ſtrong enough, let it be conſi- 
dered, That, if, in Thinking or Remembering, the Poſtureof the Organs, and the 
Senſation, be the ſame as when we actualiy perceive real Objects, which I think 
is beyond all Doubt, then for the Mind to be reſiding in the Common Senſory, 
(if Locality may be allowed Immaterial Beings, which in the preſent Caſe, in a 
peculiar Senſe, I think may, ngtwith/landing the quaint Arguings of ſome Phi- 
loſophers to the contrary ; for with what Propriety of Expreſſion can we talk of 
the Union of Body and Mind, if no Ubi, or IYhereneſs, may be allowed to the 


laſt ?). there to receive Intelligences from Impulſes, and at the fame Time to be. 


making the Impulſes at the other Extremities, and all along the Sides of the 


Nerves, whcre the Poſtures are framed, is certainly a Contradiction. Beſides, 


it would be dividing the Soul, which is in its Nature ſimple and indiviſible, and 
making one Part of it Material, and the Object to the other; which would be 


ridiculous, 


Gt hly, To conclude, let it be obſerved, That the Motion of the Heart and 
Arteries is involuntary ; that, when we are awake, and do not give Attention to 
real Objects, we cannot help having Ideas of one Thing or other ; and that, in 
Syncopes and other Caſes, where there is a total Ceſſation of the Pulſe, there is 
no Senſation of any Kind whatever, neither actual nor imaginary, though the 
Nerves may then be in a ſound State, But I foreſee it will be objected to this, 


| That the Nerves are not then in a proper State for any Kind of Senſation ; 


witneſs the univerſal Relaxation of the Body, To this I anſwer, There is as. 
great a Relaxation in healthful Sleep; and yet we then have lively Senſations, 


as has been before 74659 : But I never heard of any that had a Dream in a 


Fainting Fit, unleſs a Confuſion of faint imaginary Sights and Sounds, at the 


going in and coming out of it, may be called ſuch 3 which is eaſily accounted for, 


OC 63 J am, Sir, &c. 
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